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An observation on the hair of wild Yak and domestic Yak by SEM
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Abstract: A study of the scaly pattern and distribution, distance of adjacent scales and the fineness of hair from the chest,
abdomen and back of wild Yak and domestic Yak was conducted by Scanning Electron Microscope ( SEM). The result
showed as follows: The microstructure of hair from 3 parts had some differences between domestic Yak and wild Yak. The
proportion of relative regular wavy scale length of domestic Yak to the total length of hair was smaller than that of wild Yak
but the proportion of the relative single back pattern length to the total length of hair is larger than that of wild Yak. The dis-
tance of adjacent scales of domestic Yak slightly excelled that of wild Yak. The average diameter of the thickest hair of wild

Yak was superior to that of domestic Yak. It was concluded that the above mentioned differences in microstructure of hair

between domestic Yak and wild Yak could provide a basis for their identification.
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