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Vertical distribution characteristics and utilization
of wild vegetables in West Tianmu Mountain
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Abstract ; Wild vegetables are widely used in edible, medicinal and other fields, and studying their distribution characteris-
tics can lead to a better utilization. The geographical environment of West Tianmu Mountain in Zhejiang Province is suitable
for the growth of all kinds of wild vegetables. We adopted the route research method to investigate and analyze their vertical
distribution characteristics in the community, and their development and utilization prospects were also discussed in this pa-
per. The main results were as follows; (1) There were 33 species wild vegetables, belonging to 32 genera, 20 families,
showing abundant species; (2) In the 5 routes of the survey, there were 19 wild vegetables species at the elevation of
300—450 meters, with dominant species of Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers., Sonchus oleraceus L. and Crassocephalum crepid-
ioides (Benth.) S. Moore. There were 19 wild vegetables species in the two routes of 400—450 meters, with Artemisia la-
vandulaefolia and Helianthus tuberosus (L. 1753) as dominant species. There were 5 species wild vegetables at an altitude
of 750—900 meters, with Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers. as dominant species. There were 7 kinds of wild vegetables species
at an altitude of 900—1 100 meters, with Zingiber mioga (Thunb.) Rosc. and Plantago depressa Willd as dominant; (3)

The species and quantity of wild vegetables in West Tianmu Mountain showed a significant decline with the elevation of alti-
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tude. The above results suggest that the wild vegetables in West Tianmu Mountain are abundant and the number of commu-

nity is large, which provides a wide space for development and utilization.
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