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Characteristics of crop damage caused by wild boar ( Sus scrofa) and
the attitudes of local residents in Lishui District, Nanjing City
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Abstract : Reports of wild boar harming agricultural and forestry crops are increasing over years. The competition and contra-
diction between wild boar and local residents on environmental resources are becoming more and more prominent. This study
provided basic data for the later prevention and control of wild boar by investigating the characteristics of the damage and
residents’ attitude towards wild boar harm. The status of farmland impacted by wild boar and the tolerance of wild boar by
local residents were investigated in and around Lishui District, Nanjing City using a questionnaire and on-site investigations
in autumn and winter, 2021. Two hundred valid questionnaires were collected. The main crops damaged were found as
sweet potato, corn and peanut. The damage mainly occurred in summer and autumn, especially in the evening and night.
Wild boar hazards mostly occurred in the forest areas around the woodland, at the foot of the hills or in the hilly areas. Some
damaged residents already took simple prevention and control measures against the hazards, but without obvious effect. We
appeal to the administrator to establish a rapid and effective mechanism for wild boar damage assessment and loss compensa-
tion mechanism as soon as possible, and actively guide protection awareness and enhance the tolerance of wild animals of

local residents, so as to alleviate the current human-animal conflicts.
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