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A survey on the micro-structural morphological character of guard hair
of 3 species of deer by SEM
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Abstract: A study of the scale types of guard hair from the back, abdomen, and throat of the sika deer ( Cervus nippon) ,
elk (Elaphurus davidianus) and Chinese water deer ( Hydropotes inermis) was conducted by scanning electronic microscope.
The result showed that the scale types of 3 species, guard hair were not exactly the same, and the order of the scales was
different. The scales of the three parts of the sika deer were more complicated than the elk’ s and the Chinese water deer’ s,
the scales of the three parts of the elk were identical. There were differences in the order of the scales of their same part,
which could provide a basis for their identification.
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